
Travel to Sudan (March 13-17, 2008) 
 
Christian Solidarity International (CSI-USA) 
870 Hampshire Road, Suite T 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
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I. Personnel   
 
Dr. John Eibner (CSI), Gunnar Wiebalck, (CSI), 
Simon Deng (former slave and anti-slavery 
campaigner); Joe Madison (Broadcaster, accompanied 
by wife Sherry Madison), Ellen Ratner (Broadcaster), 
Rusty Humphries, (Broadcaster), Thom Hartmann 
(Broadcaster, accompanied by son Justin Hartmann, 
Jack Rice, (Broadcaster), Dan Patterson (Broadcaster) 
 
II. Fulfillment 
 
225 liberated slaves documented.  
1570 "Sacks of Hope" survival kits delivered. 
10 tons of sorghum seed distributed, together with 
hoes. 
  
III. Itinerary 
 
Thursday, March 13, 2008 
We flew from Nairobi to Juba (Capital of Southern 
Sudan), and met President of Southern Sudan, Salva Kiir. 
He said: 
The Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) of 2005 
ended over 20 years of war in Southern Sudan. During 
the past three years we have achieved a lot. But the peace 
is still fragile and could collapse. War rages in Darfur, 
and there are skirmishes on our border with the North. 
Our institutions of government are weak.  Many Northern 
Sudanese (Arabs) do not accept non-Muslims and 
Africans as leaders. The people of Southern Sudan still 
do not receive adequate services. Some important aspects of the CPA have not been 
implemented. Time is running out for their implementation.  
 
What is now happening in Darfur is like what happened in Southern Sudan during the war years. 
The ruling National Congress Party in Khartoum (the National Islamic Front) still believes in a 
military solution in Darfur. But we tell them there is no military solution. The women, children 
and elderly suffer terribly from the war in Darfur. The United States can help by encouraging a 
political, rather than a military solution in Darfur, and by promoting the fulfillment of the CPA. 
If the CPA is properly implemented, it will encourage Sudanese to live together in one country. 
But failure to implement will encourage the separation of Southern from Northern Sudan. If the 
National Congress Party is swept out of power, there is a great danger that the power in 
Khartoum will bury the CPA. While we welcome help from the United States and other countries, 
we understand that Southern Sudanese have to be the real builders of their own country. The 
United States was not built by foreign countries. Its own people were the builders. So it must be 
with Southern Sudan.  

Dr. John Eibner & Pres. Salva Kiir 
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Friday, March 14, 2008 
We flew from Juba to Gok Machar (border of Darfur and Aweil). 
 

 
 
We met a large group of recently arrived displaced people at Gok Machar airstrip. They had been 
displaced from the Gok Machar area by slave raiding and famine. For years they had sought 
refuge in Darfur. But the current widespread violence in Darfur has made the region inhospitable 
for them. They returned to their homeland, carrying just a few possessions with them. Upon 
arrival they found no organized help awaiting them. Some had relatives who could provide some 
food and shelter. Others found that their relatives had been killed or had fled the region. They 
had to camp in the open air as they wrestled with the struggle to survive. CSI was able to provide 
survival kits and sorghum seed for the May planting season. 
 

Among the returning displaced people was the boy Kuot Wol 
Kuot. He is a former slave. His mother, Achol Amok was 
enslaved while she was pregnant with him. Kuot was born in 
slavery. But Kuot, and his mother escaped and managed to 
wander back to Southern Sudan. Although Kuot is now free 
and has just returned to his homeland, his life is in danger.  
 
Kuot has a deep tropical ulcer 
on his right leg. We took 
Kuot to our camp and cleaned 
the wound.  
 

 
 

 
CSI’s field medical physician, Dr. Luka Deng, arrived from his 
clinic in Wanyjok and examined the boy. Dr. Luka’s 
assessment is worrying: If not treated soon, Kuot's leg will develop cancer. 
It is likely his life can only be saved by major surgery. The leg will probably 
have to be amputated. But the CSI clinic has no surgical facility, and there 
is no hospital here in Gok Machar.  Unless we can get the boy proper 
medical attention, the ulcer will sentence him to death.. (CSI has made 
arrangements for Kuot to be taken to a hospital for further examination. 

 

Arrival of “Sack of Hope” Survival Kits The Displaced Living Rough under the Trees 

Kuot will die unless he receives medical 
treatment 

Dr. Luka Deng 
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Saturday, March 15, 2008 
 

We met Commissioner of Aweil North County, Monica Nyibol Aleu. 
The Commissioner summarized the situation in her county: During 
war people were on the run, villages were burned, there was no 
cultivation. People ate from trees. Things have changed for the better. 
But now we receive IDPs from Darfur on a daily basis. It takes people 
one week to walk from Darfur to here. There is renewed fighting at the 
border near the river Kiir. We need assistance with Primary Health 
Care (PHC), medicine, schools for returnees, water sanitation, and 
many other things. But NGOs deliver nothing. The only real assistance 
we get is from CSI and the World Food Program. 
 
 

 
CSI transported “Sack of Hope” survival kits, seed and hoes to the settlement of returning 
displaced people at Majang Kar. Thousands of returnees struggle to survive there without 
medical facilities, a severe shortage of water and no properly functioning schools. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

50-year-old Garang Aturjong Deng’s story is 
typical of the other returnees in Majang Kar: We 
had to flee in 1988 when slave raiders devastated 
the area. My first wife was abducted by Arabs. She 
never returned from slavery. My oldest son Mayuat 
was also snatched by Arabs  in 1988 when we were 
crossing the River Kiir (Bahr-El-Arab) on our way 
to Darfur. He was nine years old at that time. I 
never saw him again. We lived for  20 years in Ed 
Daien (Darfur) before coming back to the South 
just a few weeks ago.  Things are not good in 
Darfur.  There is a lot of fighting and the Arabs 
don’t like us. We decided it was time to go back 
home. But we have nothing here. When we arrived 
at Majang Kar, we had to sleep under a tree. Now we have this small grass shelter. When the 
rainy season comes it will be miserable. I don’t know what the future holds. But we trust in God. 
 

Commissioner Monica 

The home of Garang Aturjong & family is a 
primitive grass shelter. 

Dan Patterson distributing “Sack of Hope” CSI’s Gunnar Wiebalck distributing hoe 
heads 
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Garang’s family receives CSI's "Sack of 
Hope". It will protect them during the coming 
rainy season. "Sacks of Hope" are specially 
designed survival kits which contain woolen 
blankets, large plastic sheets, mosquito nets, 
water containers, cooking pots, sickles and 
fishing hooks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 16, 2008 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
We joined Pastor James and his congregation for Sunday morning worship. Until recently, Pastor 
James’ congregation worshipped under a great, cross-carved mahogany tree. Now the faithful 
have built a church building. It’s made of tree branches and dried grass.  The new structure 
provides shelter from the hot sun, but not from the rain. Joe Madison’s message on Jesus’ 
parable of the Good Samaritan was a powerful challenge to us all:  

Hallelujah! One of my favorite stories in the Bible is the Story of the Good Samaritan. And that 
story is about a man who sees someone on the side of the road who he believes is injured, who is 
hurt. And it is a very, very dangerous road. And he had been on the side of that road for a long 
time, and people wouldn't stop to help. But a Samaritan came by who was a stranger to the land. 
And he got off his horse or donkey, and he stopped to help the man. He stopped because he asked 
the right question. It was not what would happen to me, but what would happen to him if I didn't 
stop. And that is really the meaning of the story of the Good Samaritan. It is not about what 
would happen to me if I stop in a dangerous place. It is about what would happen to my brother 
or sister if I don't stop. So Christian Solidarity International, stopped in Sudan no matter how 
dangerous Sudan was. They recognize that we are all God's children. And so the question is not 
what would happen to Dr. Eibner, or what would happen to Gunnar Wiebalck, or what would 
happen to the radio personalities who you see here. It is not what would happen to them. The 

Garang’s family receives a “Sack of Hope” 

Joe Madison shares the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. 

Pastor James welcomes CSI & talk show hosts for 
Sunday morning worship. 
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question that they have asked and answered is what would happen to you if they didn't come. So 
we see a little boy, Kuot, with a very badly injured leg. If we do not help him, he will probably 
die. But we will try to help him in the hope he will live to be a strong man and have lots of 
children.  Hallelujah. We have the utmost respect and love for Pastor James and the work that 
he has done. We ask that you protect him and take care of him. Hallelujah!  

 
After church, we traveled by truck journey to a 
cattle camp in Warthou, on the River Lol. There we 
encountered a group of 90 freed slaves. They had 
been liberated from masters in Darfur in the weeks 
prior to our arrival. After walking for many days, 
they had reached Warthou, shortly in advance of us. 
All of the freed slaves were captured by Arab 
raiders, or were born into slavery, during the 
Islamist Government of Sudan’s openly declared 
jihad against non-Muslim communities in Southern 
Sudan. The freed slaves were just finishing a meal 
when we arrived. 
 
CSI’s team interviewed and documented all of the returning slaves.  
 

 
Pastor James and Simon Deng interviewing slaves 
 
 

 
 
Among the liberated slaves were: 
 
Abuk Dut Ubur, (29 years-old): 
I was abducted from the village of Marialbai (close to Warthou). The 
worst thing was the beating and the rape. The Arabs tried to 
circumcise me twice, but each time I resisted successfully. I suffered 
a lot because of that and was beaten. I was held near a town called 
Buram (Darfur). Many more people from our area are still in 
slavery. 

 

A meal for recently freed slaves 

Abuk Dut Ubur 
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Angong Akeen Angong, (14 years-old): 
I remember my mother. Her name is Nyibol Anei. I don't know 
whether she or my father are still alive. I hope that the people here 
can help me to find my parents. I miss them. My mother washed me, 
gave me milk, dressed me nicely. We had cows, bulls and goats. I 
especially liked a  
bull called 'Maper'. One 
day all of this came to an 
end. Arabs raided our 
village, killed many people 
and looted everything. 
They forced me to go with 

them. I ended up with my 
master Essa. He used me to 

herd his cattle. He often beat me with a bamboo stick, 
something my parents had never done to me. I have a 
scar on my leg (scar visible). Essa gave me this 
jellabaja (Arab garment). It was never washed. The Arab children didn't take much notice of me, 
I had no friends. I was also beaten by my Essa's wife, Zeinab, and his daughter, Sarah. My only 
food was leftovers from their table. They threw it on the 
ground. I moved around with Arabs from a cattle camp. 
Once I tried to run away to a place called Senna Dira. But 
I  failed. Essa's son, Musa, came on horseback and 
captured me. He put me on his horse and took me back. I 
fell off the horse once and injured my hand (scar visible). 
Aftewards I stayed with cattle, I had a small plastic sheet to 
protect me from the rain. It was so small, it only covered 
my head. Zeinab gave it to me. I had no blanket. I don't 
remember the last time I had a bath. I don't feel a need to 
wash anymore. The worst thing which happened to me was 
that Musa used me as a woman. 
 
 
All freed slaves were interviewed and registered. They received a survival kit and a hoe. Village 
chiefs from Warthou were there to receive the slaves and help identify their families. 
 

 

Angong Akeen Angong  

Joe Madison & Angong Akeen Angong 

Seed distribution to liberated slaves 

“Sack of Hope” distribution to liberated slaves The Chiefs of Warthou 
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Monday, March 17, 2008 

We met Yel Nyang of the Dinka Chiefs 
Committee who just arrived from Northern Sudan  
with a group of 135 freed slaves. Simon Deng 
discovers among them a freed slave from his own 
Shilluk tribe. Her name is Awut Owach.She told 
Simon: The father of my four children is my 
former master Hamid. He lives in the village of 
Brum. Hamid was furious when he had to 
surrender me and my children. Hamid’s Arab wife 
didn't care. She hated me and my children. I was 
raised as a Christian, but I was Islamized by 
force.  

 
 
Elderly Aleu Malwal Gum was enslaved years ago. Most 
adult males are killed during slave raids. But Aleu was 
kept by his master, Ali Abbas in Ed Daein, Darfur to 
work as a laborer.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Deng Mathok from Gok Machar was overjoyed to find 
his sister's daughter Ayen Nyang and her children among 
the freed slaves.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our cargo plane lands on the rough dirt air strip in Gok 
Machar. It delivers another consignment of “Sacks of 
Hope”, and takes us back to Kenya.  
 
Mission accomplished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. John Eibner & Gunnar Wiebalck 
March 20, 2008 

Simon Deng with freed slave mother and children 

Freed slave Aleu Malwal Gum 

Deng Mathok reunited with enslaved loved ones 

A safe landing in Gok Machar 


